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Instrumentation  
 

Reader 1 (Ancient Japanese) 
Reader 2 (Native Language) 
Flute/Piccolo/Alto Flute in G 
Clarinet in B†/Bass Clarinet 
Bassoon 
Percussion (1 Player) 
Violin  
Cello 
 

Percussion  
 

Triangle 
Rain Stick 
5 Temple Blocks 
Wooden Surface 

This may be any available non-resonant wooden surface. 
Japanese Kane 

Kane are large hanging bells found in Japanese Buddhist temples. Since they are in fixed installations 
and often weigh dozens of tons or more, the composer does not expect that an actual kane would be 
available for a performance of this piece. Instead, use any gong that approximates the sound of a kane. 
However, if by chance a kane were nearby the performance venue, the composer would suggest that a 
second player might play it by means of remote cuing. 

Bass Drum 
 

Readers  
 

Reader 1 is positioned stage right and recites the original text in Ancient Japanese. The part for this reader 
appears in the score as vertical cues written in Japanese kanji and hiragana. 

 
Reader 2 is positioned stage left and recites the text of an appropriate translation in the most commonly spoken 

native language of the audience.  If the piece were ever performed in Japan, the composer would 
suggest that Reader 2 read translations in contemporary Japanese. Reader 2 also reads 
translations of the context that Izumi provided for some of her poems. The original text of these 
comments appears in brackets in the score but should not be read. 

 
The English translations included in the score are from Hirschfield, Jane and Aratani, Mariko, The Ink Dark 
Moon, Vintage Books, Random House, 1990. The page numbers are 
 
I. p. 156 
II. p. 123a 

III.  p. 54 
IV. p. 71 

V. p. 153a 
VI. p. 121 

VII.  p. 153b 
VIII.  p.  157 

 
The romanized transliterations at the back of the book (pp. 176ff.) were an indispensible starting point for 
discovering the original Izumi texts. Also indispensible was the help of my sister, Marymoore Patterson, who 
scoured the library at the University of California, Berkeley to find them. In the few cases of discrepancies, the 
readings from the Japanese version appear in the score. The only exception is ArataniÕs reading of ! (ne) for 
the Chinese character ", rather than the more modern reading of #$ (oto), since ArataniÕs reading preserves 
the tanka syllable pattern. The composer holds no strong opinion and would defer to the preferences of the 
performing reader (or other Izumi expert) in any matters relating to the text. 
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