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Performance Notes

The saxophone part calls for both B, -soprano and Eb-alto saxophones.

The synthesizer sounds used in Five Medieval Dances are designed for a Casio CZ-1000 (which is func-
tionally identical to the CZ-101). The keyboard on these instruments spans four octaves from Co—c3, and the

instrument is capable of playing notes up to c# if driven via MIDI by an external controller. There are occa-
sional instances where an ossia note is given that is outside the range of the CZ keyboard. The ossia notes
are preferable if the keyboard has them.

Five Medieval Dances calls for eight sounds which may be placed either in the internal bank or in a cartridge
bank. The score refers to them by number as P-1 through P-8. The numbers after the dashes correspond to
the numbers on the patch selection buttons on the CZ.

The CZ-1000 has no velocity sensitivity, so there are no dynamics written in the part. The volume slider
provides a crude means of adjusting loudness for balance, but be aware that this slider is very sensitive and
that it cannot be controlled with MIDI. A better solution is to insert an analog volume pedal between the CZ
and the amplifier.

Despite the fact that the CZ series was popular and inexpensive, Casio ceased production of them in the late
1980’s. It is quite possible that a CZ-1000 or CZ-101 will not be available for a performance of Five
Medieval Dances. For this reason, the score gives an indication of the sound quality with each patch change
so that the synthesizer player can devise equivalent sounds for whatever synthesizer is being used. As a
further aid to designing replacement sounds, there follows a brief description of each one.

electric piano Sounds at octave written. It contains a slight detuning, and there is a
thick roundness in the sound quality caused by ring modulation.

electric organ Sounds one octave lower than written. The lower the pitch, the less vol-
ume the sound has, so the descending passages in the first estampie also
contain unwritten diminuendos.

fantasy Sounds one octave higher than written. This sound is the hardest to de-
scribe. The timbre has the brightness of orchestra bells and the sostenuto
capability of a flute. The attack is soft (similar to the plop of a drop of
water falling into a pool). The most striking aspect of the sound is the
three increasingly loud aftershocks which occur starting at about 1
second and ending at about 2.5 seconds after the release of the note. The
final aftershock dies away slowly, so that the sound has not completely
ceased until about 6 seconds after the key is released. At the sustain point
there is no vibrato, but once the note is released, a lazy, undulating
vibrato commences. The sound has a very underwater quality to it.

portative organ Sounds at octave written but with a prominent component at +2 octaves.
Imitates the sound of the renaissance instrument as closely as possible,
including a slight chiff in the attack.

male voices Sounds at octave written. The name of the sound is not particularly accu-
rate, except when the sound is used with both Mono On and Portamento
On in the range Go—c!. Otherwise, it has a soft, reedy quality, a breathy
attack, and a slight vibrato.

lute Sounds at octave written. Imitates the sound of the renaissance
instrument.
krumhorn Sounds one octave lower than written. Imitates the sound of the renais-

sance instrument.

recorder Sounds two octaves higher than written. Imitates the sound of the renais-
sance instrument, particularly in the written range from c0—c2.
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Casio CZ Sound Description Charts

These charts are taken from the OpCode Patch Editor software package for the Macintosh. To comprehend them, a
working knowledge of how to program the Casio CZ is required. The CZ synthesizer has two sets of eight-step
envelopes. The sustain-point may be at any step in the envelope, or it may be omitted. The sustain-point, if
present, is indicated by a gray-shaded envelope-step. Since not all envelope-steps must be used, a black envelope-

step denotes the final step. Refer to the CZ operator’s manual for explanations of the other parameters in these
charts.

Electric Piano (P-1)

9 _il o fiLineSel

1+1°
Octave

-1
Mod

[~ ]26]a5] 3

Detune 0Oct Note Fine

Electric Organ (P-2)
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LineSel |
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Detune Oct MNote Fine
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Fantasy Sound (P-3)

MM o}
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[~ [71]40] 39 |

Detune 0Oct Note Fine

LineSel

Octave E

.................................................................

Portative Organ (P-4)

keyTp| ¢ [¥ibrato Del Rate Depthf
[~ ]o9] 099

Detune 0Oct Note Fine

Male Voices (P-5)

KeyTP| C Yibrato Del Rate Depth
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Bend
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Lute (P-6)
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KeyTP| C

Krumhorn (P-7)
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Recorder (P-8)
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